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did not escape the notice of the Jubraj, and
in fact the durbar itself. It seemed as though
the whole State was on the qui vive, to dis-
cover any slight clue to the mystery which sur-
rounded the visit of the Chief Commissioner.
My sudden determination to depart was
looked upon as possessing a very serious
meaning indeed. I was flying, from danger.
This was the prevailing idea, and the Tongal
General asked me point blank one day
whether it was the case or not, at the same
time begging me to put off" going till after
the Chief had left Manipur. The princes
used every persuasion they could to induce
me to remain, and they and the old general
came more than once with messages from
the Maharajah to the same effect. We ex-
plained to them that my passage was taken
and paid for in the steamer, and that the
money would be forfeited if I failed to sail
on a certain date ; but this had no weight,
and they did not seem to like my going away
at all, and begged me to stay on. These